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SUBJECT:MOOSE BILATERALS IN GAMBIA 

1 . ISSUE - U.S. DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE TO GAMBIA 

ESSENTIAL FACTORS: THE U.S. HAS BEEN A LEADER IN WORKING 
WITH THE PERMANENT INTER-STATE COMMITTEE FOR DROUGHT 
CONTROL (CILSS) AND THE CLUB DU SAHEL TO ESTABLISH A LONG- 
TERM MULTI-DONOR PROGRAM FOR THE SAHEL. ALL OF THE AID 
PROGRAMS IN THE GAMBIA ARE IN THE AGRICULTURE SECTOR AND 
UNDER THE CLUB/CILSS STRATEGY WHICH EMPHASIZES RAISING 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY; NEW LANDS AND RIVER BASIN 
DEVELOPMENT; AND INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 
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2. PRESENTLY, AID'S MAJOR ACTIVITY IN THE GAMBIA IS A 

SOIL AND WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PROJECT, WHICH INCLUDES 
MAJOR ECOLOGICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL INTERVENTIONS. IN FY 
1979 THREE NEW MAJOR PROJECTS ARE PROPOSED: MIXED FARMING 
AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT; REFORESTATION; AND RURAL ROADS 
MAINTENANCE. THE LATTER IS A MULTI-DONOR PROJECT WITH 
THE WORLD BANK. IN ADDITION, DISCUSSIONS ARE PLANNED WITH 
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THE WORLD BANK FOR CONSORTIUM FINANCING OF PHASE II OF 
GAMBIA'S INNOVATIVE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM. 

TALKING POINTS 

- WE ARE PLEASED THAT OUR UNILATERAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 
ARE CONTRIBUTING TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE GAMBIA AND 
THE SAHEL AS A WHOLE. 

SENE-GAMBIA SALINITY BARRAGE 

ESSENTIAL FACTORS: AID HAS PROVIDED, IN COOPERATION WITH 
SEVERAL OTHER DONORS, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO ADVANCE 
THE PLANNING AND INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY OF THE RIVER 
BASIN COMMISSION. THE BRITISH OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT 
MINISTRY HAS FINANCED, AT THE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE GAMBIA, A PRE-FEASIBILITY STUDY OF A SALINITY 
BARRIER AND ROAD ACROSS THE GAMBIA RIVER. THE STUDY WILL 
INDICATE THE VALIDITY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF 27,000 
HECTARES OF IRRIGATION ON THE BANKS OF THE RIVER AND 
A BRIDGE FOR THE TRANS-GAMBIAN HIGHWAY ACROSS THE RIVER. 

THE ROAD LINKS ACROSS THE RIVER ARE CONSIDERED VITAL 
NOT ONLY TO THE GAMBIA BUT TO THE SENEGALESE WHO PRESENTLY 
HAVE NO DIRECT ROAD CONNECTION WITH THEIR SOUTHERNMOST 
REGION (THE CASAMANCE). 
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TALKING POINTS: 

- A COMMITMENT OF U.S. SUPPORT FOR THE SENE-GAMBIA 
SALINITY BARRAGE AT THIS TIME WOULD BE PREMATURE. 

- WE ARE WILLING TO SUPPORT FURTHER STUDY OF THE 
BARRIER AS WELL AS OTHER ALTERNATIVE INVESTMENT POSSI- 
BILITIES, WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE ONGOING UNDP- 
SPONSORED MULTI-DONOR ASSISTANCE PROJECT IN SUPPORT 
OF THE SENE-GAMBIA COORDINATING COMMITTEE. 

- SHOULD THE PROPOSED BARRIER PROVE TO BE THE BEST 
SOLUTION TO THE AGRICULTURAL PROBLEMS PRESENTLY CON- 
FRONTING THE GAMBIA AND THE TRANSPORT PROBLEMS CONFRONTING 
BOTH COUNTRIES, THE U.S. SHOULD BE PREPARED TO CONTRI 

BUTE, ALONG WITH OTHER DONORS, TO THE REALIZATION OF 
THE EFFORT. 

VANCE 
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